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The Senate held one set of hearings
on the failure of intelligence. They
promised that after the election they
would hold yet another set and reveal a
report on the use of the intelligence.
They are now refusing to do that with
an emboldened and enlarged Repub-
lican membership. So we do not know.
The American people do not know.
Something that is costing $1 billion a
day, almost 1,800 American lives, more
than 10,000 wounded, and we do not
know exactly why this administration
took us to war and under what auspices
they took us to war.

Now we have a memo, the so-called
secret Downing Street Memo from
British intelligence, saying that as
early as July 2002 that many of these
facts were known.

Now, a number of us were disturbed
by that and we wrote to the President
on May 5. Mr. Speaker, 122 Members
have now signed that letter. The Presi-
dent has not even acknowledged the
letter from 122 duly elected representa-
tives of the United States House of
Representatives. He should answer that
letter.

But, better still, the majority should
stop stonewalling an investigation. If
this was all very innocent or if it was
just the incompetence of the intel-
ligence agencies, then let us find those
who were responsible. If it is something
else, let us find those who were respon-
sible. You should not stonewall this
important information, so that we can
learn from our mistakes and move for-
ward with more confidence in the Con-
gress and the administration when it
might come to future threats against
the United States of America.

Now, yesterday, we were sent to the
basement, led by the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. CONYERS), because we
were told there were no rooms avail-
able to hold a hearing on this memo
and these issues. Unfortunately, it
turned out that all of the rooms in that
vicinity, which were much larger, were
vacant, as were many other hearing
rooms.

This Republican leadership should
have a full and fair and nonpartisan in-
vestigation of how America was led to
war.

———

STATE DEPARTMENT REC-
OMMENDS AND GRANTS AGREE-
MENT ON QUESTIONABLE BOS-
NIAN AMBASSADOR APPOINT-
MENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MARCHANT). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Arizona
(Mr. FRANKS) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, in April of this year, my office ex-
pressed a deep and sincere concern to
the State Department over agreeing to
the designation of Bisera Turkovic as
the new Bosnian Ambassador to the
United States. At that time, State was
postured to recommend an agreement
on this appointment.
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After several discussions, the State
Department asked me not to go public
with my concerns because there was a
pending deal with the Bosnian govern-
ment to send Bosnian troops to Iraq in
July. In good faith, Mr. Speaker, my
office agreed not to publicly raise our
very grave and sincere concerns.

But, Mr. Speaker, our office was sur-
prised and profoundly disappointed
when we learned this past Wednesday,
after literally months, that the State
Department had granted agreement on
this outrageous appointment without
contacting us or informing us in any
way.

Mr. Speaker, President Bush has re-
peatedly and strongly stated that in
this fight against terrorism, that you
are ‘‘either with us or you are against
us.” Yet, I am beginning to wonder if
our own State Department is with us.

Bisera Turkovic is one of the found-
ers of the radical Islamist Muslim SDA
Party in Bosnia, a party that has had,
since its foundation, strong links with
al Qaeda, numerous other terrorist or-
ganizations, and even the intelligence
mechanisms of Iran.

In 1939, Bisera Turkovic’s father,
Alija Izetbegovic, started a group
called the Young Muslims. After World
War II, they were prosecuted as Nazi
war criminals and spent time in prison
together. Over the years, Dr. Turkovic
was promoted by Izetbegovic and then
founded the SDA Party in 1990.

Alija Izetbegovic was a close con-
fidante of Iran’s Ayatollah Khomeini.
And when he became President
Izetbegovic, he recirculated his 1970 Is-
lamic Declaration and openly espoused
his view that ‘‘there can be no peace or
coexistence between Islamic faith and
non-Islamic faith.”

Mr. Speaker, soon after the begin-
ning of the Bosnian civil war in 1992,
Dr. Turkovic was accredited as Bosnian
ambassador to Zagreb. It was this post,
coordinating with others, that was con-
stantly used by the SDA and their
leadership to provide Bosnian pass-
ports, visas, humanitarian worker sta-
tus, and logistical support to radical
Islamist mujahideen coming into Bos-
nia to fight their own jihad there. Indi-
viduals such as Anwar Sha’ban, the
spiritual leader of al Qaeda in Bosnia
and the cousin of Osama bin Laden,
Abu al-Madani, who was killed fighting
soldiers in Sarajevo, and even Osama
bin Laden himself entered Bosnia
through Zagreb.

In violation of a U.S. embargo, the
SDA also organized a massive flow of
weapons from Iran through Croatia
during Bisera Turkovic’s time as am-
bassador.

When my office raised these con-
cerns, Mr. Speaker, we were told that
the actions during the war were Bos-
nian government policy at that time
and that it was a long time ago. But,
Mr. Speaker, can it possibly be the po-
sition of our State Department that de-
spite the fact that we know that Ira-
nian weapons were smuggled into Bos-
nia in contradiction to a U.N. embargo,
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and that foreign mujahideen were
given documentation to enter Bosnia
to fight a jihad, often fronting as hu-
manitarian workers, that that is not
enough evidence to deny diplomatic
status to someone who was centrally
involved and who remains a senior
level official for the party that insti-
tuted these very policies?

My office has also raised issues of
concern with regard to  Bisera
Turkovic’s ethical fitness, Mr. Speak-
er; and the State Department has said
that ‘“‘we can’t deny appointees on the
basis of being corrupt.”

Mr. Speaker, these actions on the
part of our State Department are a dis-
service to our President, they are a dis-
grace to the United States of America,
and they are a betrayal to the cause of
human freedom. It is past time that
the State Department start acting like
it represents the interests of America
and the citizens of this Nation. The
people of this Nation deserve better
than to be served by a State Depart-
ment that aids our enemies and then
lies to cover its actions.

————
30-SOMETHING WORKING GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MEEK) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
once again, it is a pleasure to address
the House, and I would like to thank
the Democratic leader for allowing the
30-something Working Group, once
again, to come to the floor to not only
address the Members, but also make
sure that we continue our commitment
of sharing information as we get it on
various issues that are facing 30-some-
things throughout the United States of
America; also to be able to address the
issues that are facing everyday Ameri-
cans, whether they be young or old,
school age, or those that are yet un-
born.

It is very, very important for us to
come to the floor, especially in this de-
mocracy that we celebrate, and talk
about some of these issues that are
taking place, some that we are taking
action on, others that we have had very
little action on, and some that we are
not acting upon at all.

The focus of the 30-something Work-
ing Group is to make sure that on
issues that are ongoing, such as Social
Security, an ever-growing Federal
debt, a deficit that is in the trillions of
dollars that will keep future genera-
tions and even the present generation
indebted to this Federal Government,
and also issues that are facing our
young peobple as it relates to education,
making sure that they are able to not
only go to college, but when they leave
college, that they do not find them-
selves in debt.

Just for a moment, Mr. Speaker, I
think it is important to point out the
issue of Social Security. I do, Mr.
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